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Diploma in Program Specifications
(2014-2015)

Benha University     Faculty of Engineering at Shoubra            Architectural Engineering Department

Program Specification for Diploma in 
Urban and regional Design 
Introduction:

The post graduate diploma in “Urban and Regional Planning” is formed to upgrade Architects professional performance in practice; applying up-to-date process and techniques for  know-how, new advanced methods in practicing project design, preparation of technical principles and criteria based parameter for planning  and execution/application details, and follow up for project methods for project application, in the field of Urban and Regional Planning.

This Program specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the Diploma of “Urban Planning and Regional planning” at the Department of Architectural Engineering-Benha University. The Program Learning Outcomes ILO’s are those that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she takes full advantage of the provided learning opportunities that are provided. This specification provides a source of information for students seeking an understanding of the nature of the program, and to all other involved in the process  of urban and regional design particularly in the practice field.
· Basic Information:
1. Awarding Institution: Benha University

2. Teaching  Institution: Faculty of Engineering at Shoubra

3. Name of the Final Award: Diploma in Urban and Regional Planning
4. Program Title: Diploma in Urban and Regional Planning
5. Name of Department: Architectural Engineering
6. Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Ahmed Fareed Hamza.

7. Language of Study: English

8. Date of production of program specifications

9.  Relevant Benchmarks: 
 National Academic standards NAQAAE for Postgraduate, March 2009.
· Professional Information: 

1- Program Aims:

1. Graduate Architects having urban and regional planning skills and comprehension of approaches, regarding physical planning issues involved in preparing plans for particular communities and diverse land use scheme for Urban areas, town, cities, and sub-regions.
2. Provide graduate architects with the informative knowledge regarding the process, methodology, and practice incorporated in preparing urban design plans.

3. Promote student architects with the proper, in depth understanding of worldwide contemporary trends, schools of thoughts, and planning processes and approaches to urban and regional planning, the distinguished plans prepared for world renowned cases.

4. Promote understanding of public participation demands to ensure preparation of functionally efficient plans, satisfying the addressed communities. 

5. Promote student architects knowledge about the local community socio-cultural 
attitudes and economic stratus in terms of income levels and social value systems.
2- Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)

    Upon completion of the program the students should be able to:

	
	ARS

	Knowledge and Understanding
	2.1.1 Identify theories, fundamentals and specialized knowledge in Urban and Regional planning   and categorize sciences related to professional practice.

2.1.2 List ethical and legal principles of professional practice in Urban and Regional planning.  

2.1.3 Describe principles and fundamentals of quality in professional practice in Urban planning.

 2.1.4 Explain the effect of professional practice on the environment and work towards its conservation and maintenance.

2.1.5 Synthesize new Urban and Regional planning creative planning schemes based upon gained knowledge and skills.

	Intellectual Skills
	2.2.1 Discern and analyze the problems in Urban planning and categorize them according to their priority.

2.2.2 Solve specialized problems in Urban planning issues.

2.2.3 Critically and analytically read research papers and topics related to Urban planning.

2.2.4 Assess the risks and hazards in professional practices.

2.2.5 Make professional decisions in the light of available information.

2.2.6 Contribute to the urban and regional planning for public areas, cities, and regions ensuring sensitive response to complex demands for community satisfaction, conforming to development controls, and socio-cultural values involved in preparing plans for vibrant, communities, cities, and sub-regional areas.

	Professional and Practical Skills
	2.3.1 Apply professional skills in Urban planning data.

2.3.2 Prepare professional reports.
2.3.4 acquire and apply the range of skills necessary to become a professional urban planner

	General and Transferable Skills
	2.4.1 Communicate effectively using different means.

2.4.2 Use information technology in order to serve the development of professional practice.

2.4.3 Assess him/her self and identify his/her own personal learning needs.

2.4.4 Use different sources for obtaining information and knowledge.

2.4.5 Work in a group and manage time effectively.

2.4.6 Lead a team in familiar professional contexts.

2.4.7 Conduct self learning and continuous education practices.


· Teaching / learning methods and strategies

· Knowledge and Understanding

	Program ILO’s

	Teaching / learning methods and strategies

	2.1.1 

2.1.2 

2.1.3 

2.1.4
2.1.5.
	· Equipped with the integrated/ comprehensive basis for understanding the nature of the urban and regional planning discipline, through lectures, seminars, tutorials, directed reading, case studies and independent preparation of urban / regional planning schemes including writing reports.
· Field case studies directed towards reporting about understanding people's socio-cultural, income levels, value systems, and environmental profiles encountered. 


	Assessment
	· Assessment will be through individual coursework assignments, forum criticism and discussions and delivered reports regarding prepared urban and regional planning schemes.  In addition to given final written examinations.  Grades distribution system is shown in the curriculum table below.


· Intellectual Skills

	Program ILO’s
	Teaching / learning methods and strategies

	2.2.1 

2.2.2 

2.2.3 

2.2.4 

2.2.5 

2.2.6 


	· Urban and Regional planning analytical capabilities, skills are developed through tutorial and small group Urban/ regional plan schemes preparation exercises, oral and supported by written report.
· Practical design skills are developed through preparing alternative concepts for urban and regional planning schemes and writing about the planning approaches and processes adopted for the proposed innovative planning ideas.
· Provide students with comprehension of the intricate factors involved in preparing urban and regional plans; including development controls, socio-cultural value system, and economic profile, current and projected demand for land uses considering their functional inter-relations, and demand for the diverse modes of travel. 


	Assessment


	· Analysis and creative skills are assessed through oral discussion forums, and prepared planning concepts through examinations.

· Design and research skills are assessed through project alternative planning techniques and processed utilized, and creative approaches as expressed in the context of project/ planning reports.


· Professional and Practical Skills

	Program ILO’s 
	Teaching / learning methods and strategies

	2.3.1 

2.3.2.
2.3.4
	· Experiments demonstrations regarding practical case study project work, and how skillfully prepared conceptual plans, and reported about the diverse conceptual approaches and school thoughts adopted.  

	Assessment


	· Practical skills are assessed through projects proposed planning approaches, and provision of visual presentations, and intellectual abilities regarding arguments raised in favor of the proposed planning concepts.


· General and Transferable Skills

	Transferable skills 
	Teaching / learning methods and strategies

	2.4.1 
2.4.2 

2.4.3 

2.4.4 

2.4.5.

2.4.6 

2.4.7
	· Presentations in annual seminars (compulsory to be attended by a panel of departmental staff and other students).

· Attendance of workshops or conferences or internal seminars.

· Writing one scientific published paper (compulsory assigned before obtaining the degree).




3-    Program Structure and Award Requirements
(i) Curriculum
Table 4-1:  Preparatory Courses- Urban and Regional Planning

	Serial
	Course Code
	Course Name
	prerequisites
	Credit hours
	Grades
	Exam duration

	
	
	
	
	
	course work
	Oral  /  practical
	Written exam
	Total
	

	Compulsory Courses ( 6 hr )

	1
	ENG 505
	Advanced Programming
	--
	3
	100
	--
	200
	300
	3

	2
	ENG 508
	Scientific Writing
	--
	3
	100
	--
	200
	300
	3

	Elective Courses ( 6 hr )

	3
	5xx
	Elective from courses of level of 500.
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3

	4
	5xx
	Elective from courses of level 500.
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3


Table 4-2:  Postgraduate Diploma- Urban and Regional Planning

	Serial
	Course Code
	Course Name
	prerequisites
	Credit hours
	Grades
	Exam duration

	
	
	
	
	
	course work
	Oral / practical
	Written exam
	Total
	

	Compulsory Courses ( 12 hr )

	1
	Arch 529
	City / Town Services Structure
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3

	2
	Arch 530
	Landscape Design
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3

	3
	Arch 531
	Design of Public Spaces
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3

	4
	Arch 532
	Upgrading Informal / Under Developed Urban Areas
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3

	Elective Courses  ( 6 hr )

	1
	Arch 501
	Institutional System / Structure and Planning Legislation
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3

	2
	Arch 525
	Urban Management
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3

	3
	Arch 526
	Urbanization and Traffic Transport
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3

	4
	Arch 528
	Urbanization and Utility Networks
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3

	5
	Arch 533
	Demography Studies
	--
	3
	120
	90
	90
	300
	3


Calculations of course estimate and corresponding points are as follows;- 
	Points
	Estimate
	Percentage Obtained by student
	Equivalent degrees range

	4.00
	A
	94% - 100%
	
	
	
	
	

	3.70
	A-
	90% - 93%
	-
	90
	91
	92
	93

	3.30
	B+
	85% - 89%
	85
	86
	87
	88
	89

	3.00
	B
	80% - 84%
	80
	81
	82
	83
	84

	2.70
	B-
	76% - 79%
	-
	76
	77
	78
	79

	2.30
	C+
	73% - 75%
	-
	73
	74
	75
	-

	2.00
	C
	70% - 72%
	-
	70
	71
	72
	-

	1.70
	C-
	67% - 69%
	-
	67
	68
	69
	-

	1.30
	D+
	64% - 66%
	-
	64
	65
	66
	-

	1
	D
	60% - 63%
	-
	60
	61
	62
	63

	0
	F
	Less than 60%
	
	
	
	
	


 (ii) Criteria for Admission:

Students holding Bsc. from Egyptian Universities or a degree accredited by the Egyptian Supreme Council of Universities are admitted to this program. To join the postgraduate studies Diploma the student should complete a minimum of 9 credit hours of preparatory courses with a grade point average not less than (C).  Further details of the admission criteria are outlined in the internal postgraduate prospectus for the Faculty of Engineering at Shoubra, issued 2012-2013.
(iii)Regulation for Progression and Program Completion
Total number of required credit hours is 18 hours. The studied subjects should have a code 500.
(iv) English Language Requirement.
The English language proficiency of all students shall be tested in accordance with the university requirements.

(v) Role of External Examiner
External examiners (from other universities and research institutes) are nominated by the main supervisor of the student and approved by the department. Their duties include revising and indicating if the reported work is up to the standard.  Subsequently a viva-voce examination is held where the examiner get the opportunity to question the student regarding his work. 

4-Support for Students and their Learning:
· The postgraduate office staff-help the students with any inquiries regarding faculty regulations related to postgraduate programs. 

· An open door policy is exercised whereby students can inform head of department of any complaints or requests either verbally or in writing.

· After completing the courses each student is assigned with a panel of supervisors (either faculty members or members of other faculties) to help the student with undertaking the research work 
5. Matrix describes the relationship between the aims of the program and the Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs):

	Aims

ILO's              
	1
	2
	  3
	4
	5

	2.1.1
	
	
	
	
	

	2.1.2
	
	
	
	
	

	2.1.3
	
	
	
	
	

	2.1.4
	
	
	
	
	

	2.1.5
	
	
	
	
	

	2.2.1
	
	
	
	
	

	2.2.2
	
	
	
	
	

	2.2.3
	
	
	
	
	

	2.2.4
	
	
	
	
	

	2.2.5
	
	
	
	
	

	2.2.6
	
	
	
	
	

	2.3.1
	
	
	
	
	

	2.3.2
	
	
	
	
	

	2.3.4
	
	
	
	
	

	2.4.1
	
	
	
	
	

	2.4.2
	
	
	
	
	

	2.4.3
	
	
	
	
	

	2.4.4


	
	
	
	
	

	2.4.5
	
	
	
	
	

	2.4.6
	
	
	
	
	

	2.4.7
	
	
	
	
	


· The Program Matrix 
	Course Code
	Weight
	Knowledge & Understanding
	Intellectual Skills
	Professional Skills
	General and Transferable Skills

	
	
	2.1.1
	2.1.2
	2.1.3
	2.1.4
	2.1.5
	2.2.1
	2.2.2
	2.2.3
	2.2.4
	2.2.5
	2.2.6
	2.3.1
	2.3.2
	2.3.3
	2.3.4
	2.4.1
	2.4.2
	2.4.3
	2.4.4
	2.4.5
	2.4.6
	2.4.7
	2.4.8

	Preparatory Courses- Urban and Regional Planning

	ENG 505
	comp
	x
	
	x
	
	
	x
	
	x
	 
	
	 
	 x
	x
	
	
	
	x
	 
	 
	x
	
	 
	x

	ENG 508
	comp
	x
	
	 
	
	
	x
	x
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	 
	 
	 
	x
	x
	 
	

	Diploma  Courses- Urban and Regional Planning

	Arch 529
	comp
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	Arch 530
	comp
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arch 531
	comp
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Arch 532
	comp
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	

	Arch 501
	elect
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Arch 525
	elect
	
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	

	Arch 526
	elect
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arch 528
	elect
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	Arch 533
	elect
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	


