[image: image1.emf][image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg]pag=all glae na=ng





Benha University 






Faculty of Engineering

Course Specifications of:
Theories of Aesthetics and Visual Perception of Space
Program(s) on which the course is given: Postgraduate Diploma - Urban Design.
Compulsory or Elective element of program: Elective
Department offering the program: Architecture



Academic year / Level: 


year/
2012 -2013
Date of specification approval:June 2012
A. Basic Information

B. Title: Theories of Aesthetics and Visual Perception of SpaceCode: Arc 517



C. Credit Hours:
3
Lecture: 3
                                 practical:  
D. Semester work: 120

Final Exam:90
           Practical: 90
Total: 300
E. Professional Information

1- Overall aims of course:

By the end of the course the student will be able to 

· graduate Architectshaving urban design skillsand comprehension of approaches, regarding design issues involved in preparing designs for public spaces and diverse land use scheme for space/ form designs.
· provide graduate architects with the process methodology and practice informative knowledge incorporated in preparing urban design plans.
· Promote student architects with the proper, in depth understanding of worldwide contemporary trends, schools of thoughts, and design approaches to urban design, and planning of renowned cases.
· Promote understanding of public participation demand for attaining functionally efficient plans, satisfying addressed communities
2- Intended learning outcomes of course (ILOs):
a-Knowledge and Understanding

	2.1.1 Identify theories, fundamentals and principles in Urban Design and categorize relative affecting design dimensions and standards.

	2.1.2 List ethical and legal principles of professional practice in Urban Design. 

	2.1.3 Identify and categorize different factors and problems related to Urban Design.

	2.1.4 Explain the effect of urban design solutions on the environment and work towards its conservation and maintenance.

	2.1.5 Synthesize new urban solutions and notions based upon gained knowledge and skills.


b-Intellectual Skills

	2.2.1 Analyze problems in Urban Design and categorize them according to their priority.

	2.2.2 Solve specialized problems in Urban Design issues.

	2.2.3 Critically and analytically read research papers and topics related to Urban Design.

	2.2.4 Assess the risks and hazards in Urban Design practices.

	2.2.5
Make professional decisions in the light of available information.

	2.2.6 Contribute to urban design issues for public areas in cities, ensuring responses sensitive to their complex demands for community satisfaction, conforming with development control, and aesthetic values involved


c-Professional and Practical Skills

	2.3.1 Apply professional skills in Urban Design practice.

	2.3.2 Prepare professional Urban Design reports.

	2.3.3 Apply the range of skills necessary to become a professional urban Designer


d-General and Transferable skills

	2.4.1 Communicate effectively using different means and medias

	2.4.2 Use information technology in data gathering, analysis and synthesis.

	2.4.3 Assess him/her-self and identify his/her own personal learning needs.

	2.4.4 Use different sources for obtaining information and knowledge.

	2.4.7 Conduct self learning and continuous education practices.


3- Contents
	Topic No.
	Topic
	No. of weeks
	Total no. of  hours

	1
	Basic principles for planning
	1
	3

	2
	Basic principles for planning
	1
	3

	3
	Trends of thoughts regarding beauteous perception
	1
	3

	4
	creation inform and color in time and space context
	1
	3

	5
	ways of achieving visual balances and feelings of pleasure
	1
	3

	6
	ways of achieving visual balances and feelings of pleasure
	1
	3

	7
	historic evolution of beauteous theories & Quizzes
	1
	3

	8
	 Midterm
	1
	3

	9
	socio-cultural dimension for perception of beauty
	1
	3

	10
	anthropological elements affecting feelings for pleasure based on visual elements of beauty
	1
	3

	11
	anthropological elements affecting feelings for pleasure based on visual elements of beauty
	1
	3

	12
	 Project follow up
	1
	3

	13
	 Project follow up
	1
	3

	14
	Submission and discussions
	1
	3

	15
	Oral exam
	1
	3

	16
	Final exam
	1
	3

	TOTAL
	16
	48


4- Course Matrix
	ILO’s code number
	Teaching/learning methods and strategies
	Assessment methods and strategies

	2.1.1
2.1.3
	· Equipped with the integrated/ comprehensive basis for understanding the nature of the urban design discipline, through lectures, seminars, tutorials, directed reading, case studies and independent preparation of urban design including scheme writing reports.

	Assessment will be through individual coursework assignments, forum criticism and discussions and delivered reports regarding prepared urban design schemes.  In addition to given final written examinations.  Grades distribution system is shown in the curriculum table below.

	2.2.1 

2.2.3
	· Urban design analytical capabilities, skills are developed through tutorial and small group exercises, oral and written essays.

· Practical design skills are developed through preparing alternative concepts for urban design schemes and writing about the perceptive philosophy behind, and the proposed innovative ideas.


	· Analysis and creative skills are assessed through oral and design concepts examinations.



	2.3.1
2.3.2

	. Experiments demonstrations, and practical work and how to skillfully and methodological writing about the diverse conceptual approaches and philosophy behind.  

	Practical skills are assessed through projects proposed designs and writing reports and provision of visual presentations and intellectual abilities regarding arguments raised in favor of the proposed design concepts.

	 2.4.4 
	· Presentations in annual seminars (compulsory to be attended by a panel of departmental staff and other students).

· Attendance of workshops or conferences or internal seminars.


	Project presentation


5-Assessment schedule
Assessment 1
Assignmentson weeks
7-9-11-14
Assessment 2
Quizzes 
on weeks   
7
 Assessment 3
Midterm            on week      8
Assessment 4
Oral exam
on week
15
Assessment 5
Final exam
on week
16
6- Weighting of assessments
30% Home assignments
10% Quizzes& Midterm


30% Oral examination


30% Final-term examination

100% Total

7- List of References

6.1 Essential books.
1. David Clark – "Urban World/ Global City" - Routledge Taylor & Francis Group - London and New York - 2003.

2. Nicos Komninos – "Intelligent Cities - Innovation, Knowledge, Systems and Digital Spaces" - Spon Press Taylor & Francis Group -London and New York - 2002.

3. Edited by Roger Simmonds and Gary Hack – "Global City Regions - Their emerging forms" - Spon Press Taylor & Francis Group -London and New York - 2000.

4. Editing by Peter Marcuse and Ronald Ran Hempen- "Globalizing Cities a new order?"- Blackwell Publishers LTD-2000.

5. Hildebrand Frey –"Designing the City" - Toward a more sustainable urban form - E-FN SPON, An imprint of Routledge - 1999.

6. Edited by Fu-chen Lo and Yue-man Yeung- "Globalization and the World of Large Cities"-United University Press, 1998. 

8- Facilities required for teaching and learning

Lecture room equipped with overhead projector

Presentation board, computer and data show
Course coordinator:Associate professor dr./ Mohamed Ahmed Solman.
Course instructor:    Associate professor dr./
Mohamed Ahmed Solman
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